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ATTORNEY - GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 
LEGAL AID OFFICE AT. BENDIGO 
The Attorney-General, Senator Lionel Murphy, Q.C., 
said today that an Australian Legal Aid Office would be 
established at Bendigo. . 
He said 'a need had been established in Bendigo to 
provide free legal advice and assistance for those for whom 
the Australian Government had a special responsibility-
Senator Murphy said that the Australian Legal Aid 
Office was now operating in all.of the capital cities in 
Australia. 
In the initial stages, the Office will have branches 
in -
New South Wales: 
Victoria: 
Queensland: 
South Australia: 
Western Australia: 
Tasmania: 
Northern Territory: 
Australian Capital 
Territory: 
Sydney, Leichhardt, Fairfield, 
Blacktown, Newcastle, Wollongong. 
Melbourne, Brunswick, Sunshine, 
Geelong, Bendigo. , . 
Brisbane, Ipswich, Townsville, 
Rockhampton. 
Adelaide, Elizabeth. 
Perth, Fremantle. 
Hobart, Burnie, Launceston with 
visiting legal services to the 
West Coast at Queenstown,Gormanston, 
Zeehan, Strahan, Waratah, Leina and 
Savage River. 
Darwin, Alice Springs. 
Canberra. 
Senator Murphy said the Australian Legal Aid Office 
would operate from "storefront" offices staffed by salaried 
lawyers in the suburbs and in country towns. 
These offices would be opened as soon as staff and 
premises became available. There had been an overwhelming 
response to advertisements for lawyers to staff the branches 
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of the Office." Over 400 application's were received for more 
than 100 positions needed for the initial establishment of 
the Office. Interviews for these positions are now almost 
completed. 
The branches of the Australian Legal Aid Office 
work alongside and in co-operation with bodies of all kinds 
that are concerned with solving the problems of the citizen. 
The role of the salaried lawyers in the Office would be 
complementary and not in opposition to that of the private 
legal practitioner. 
Where appropriate, provision will be made in 
each office to have available the services of a social 
worker or a marriage counsellor. 
ThesAttorney-General said a continuing study was 
being made of the areas in Australia which were in the 
greatest need of the services of the Australian Legal Aid 
Office. 
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